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ISLAM 

Signs  of  the  holy 
hide  in  plain  sight 

By  Maulana  Wahiduddin  Khan 

The  Quran  says:  “Surely  in  the  heavens  and  the 
earth  there  are  signs  for  the  faithful;  in  your  own 
creation,  and  in  the  beasts  that  are  scattered 
far  and  near,  are  signs  for  true  believers;  in  the 
alternation  of  night  and  day,  in  the  sustenance  God 
sends  down  from  heaven  with  which  He  revives  the 
earth  after  its  death,  and  in  the  marshalling  of  the 
winds,  are  signs  for  men  of  understanding.”  (45:3-5) 

There  are  multiple  verses  in  the  Quran  which  point 
out  that  there  are  signs  in  the  universe  for  men  of 
understanding.  God  requires  man  to  believe  in  cer¬ 
tain  hidden  realities.  To  make  this  easier  he  has  set 
up  material  symbols  of  these  realities  in  the  outside 
world.  What  man  has  to  do  is  see  the  reflection  of 
invisible  realities  in  the  mirror  of  visible  signs. 

The  sun  and  the  moon  give  us  a  glimpse  of  God  -  the 
source  of  all  light.  The  birds  and  the  animals  provide 
us  with  a  picture  of  innocence;  as  such  they  are  God’s 
representatives  on  our  planet.  The  sky  in  its  vastness 
gives  us  an  idea  of  the  might  and  greatness  of  God. 
Wind  and  water  show  us  the  mercy  of  the  One  who 
created  them.  The  trees  and  the  mountains  provide 
a  pointer  to  His  exquisite  beauty. 

If  a  person  opens  his  mind  to  the  wonders  of  the 
world,  taking  in  all  that  he  sees  in  the  universe,  then 
he  will  find  the  light  of  God  shining  in  all  that  he  be¬ 
holds.  He  will  see  the  divine  wisdom  that  lies  behind 
every  object  of  creation. 

The  cosmos  in  all  its  vastness  will  serve  as  a  con¬ 
stant  reminder  of  the  infinity  of  God.  The  earth  and 
the  heavens  will  become  manifestations  of  His  splen¬ 
dour;  by  observing  them  he  will  come  to  know  the 
Lord. 


